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After teaching traditional dances to these Brooklyn Park students, ICC
speakers explain how dance is used in Slovakian culture

MIC International Speakers Are:

• International students, scholars and their spouses
• Foreign-born members of our community
• Eager to serve as "cultural emissaries" representing 

more than 70 countries
• Dynamic cultural resources for educators to engage 

students to learn about global cultures
• Trained to connect with local classrooms in a 

meaningful way
• Highly motivated individuals from all over the world 

able to address a wide range of themes
• Among the best and brightest from their respective 

countries
• Outstanding role models for a diverse student

population

"There is no substitute for authenticity when teaching
about world cultures.  Likewise, there is really no 

effective substitute for a native citizen when it comes
to instructing and exposing children to world cultures.”

"... we have talked rhetorically for far too long about
how our world has become a global village.  It is

time for us to prepare Americans of all ages to under-
stand and live successfully in the increasingly complex

world community."

T. H. Bell, former U. S. Secretary of Education

The mission of the Minnesota International Center (MIC) is 
to inspire our community to understand global issues and cultures 

in an ever changing world. 

Founded in 1953, MIC is the Minnesota affiliate of the World Affairs
Councils of America and has grown to become the sixth largest council of

its kind in the country.  

mic@mic.umn.edu

Great Decisions—Foreign Policy Discussion Resources

For high school educators looking to include foreign policy topics
as part of curricula in U.S. history, world history, economics, gov-
ernment and current affairs. Sponsored locally by MIC, working
with the nonpartisan Foreign Policy Association (FPA), the pro-
gram guides students in studying and discussing a variety of per-
spectives on eight timely foreign policy topics.

Great Decisions offers prepared articles, a video series, a teacher’s
guide, a special website with lesson plans for educators and addi-
tonal resources which may be used in the classroom. MIC also pro-
vides access to a roster of local Great Decisions speakers to com-
plement the curricula. Contact MIC for more details and a list of
current topics.

Minnesota International Center
A World Affairs Council
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- Priscilla Pearson,
3rd grade teacher, Bloomington

E-mail the Classroom program at:icc@mic.umn.edu

          



The Minnesota International Center (MIC) links international
presenters to Minnesota K-12 classrooms, adding an interna-
tional perspective to the curriculum. These international stu-
dents and scholars provide educators and students alike with
an opportunity to meet face to face and learn first-hand
from representatives of other cultures. 

Classroom Presentations:
• Are easy for teachers to use
• Are affordable for schools
• Enrich classroom curriculum
• Provide a theoretical framework, the Universals of 

Culture, so students can compare and contrast cultures
• Equip and train educators with resources to build 

students’ cultural competency
• Help create an international mindset in the classroom
• Highlight the multicultural nature of Minnesota
• Inspire attitudes of respect and understanding for 

cultural differences and similarities

World Cultures Day:
MIC also provides school-wide or grade-wide events, involv-
ing up to 25 international speakers at a time.

A World Cultures Day can be a half-day or daylong event
where each classroom can be scheduled for up to three visits
each.

International Classroom Connection Program Fees:
MIC receives generous funding from foundations, corporations, individuals and MIC members, who underwrite most of the 
program costs. There is a small fee to schools.

Classroom Presentations
Presentation by an MIC international speaker
for schools in the 7-county Twin Cities Metro
area

$15 per presentation
$45 for series of three presentations.
One month advance notice
requested.

(Fee is $20 per presentation with less than one
month’s advance notice)

Teachers and speakers plan a series of three
different presentations to the same class,
each lasting a single class hour.  The audi-
ence should not exceed 30 students.
Single presentations also available.

Transportation
Transportation for the speaker if arranged by 
MIC within the 7-county Twin Cities Metro area. 
(Contact MIC regarding outer-ring suburbs.)

$15 per round trip

(Fee is $20 with less than 
two weeks’ advance notice)

The school is responsible for transportation
of speakers for classroom presentations.
MIC may be contacted to arrange transporta-
tion for a fee, if needed.

World Cultures Day
Half-day or daylong events $300 administrative fee per site plus $15

per presentation. Fee includes transportation
arranged by MIC.

(Administrative fee is $400 with less than two
months’ notice)

MIC will coordinate and administer a school-
wide or grade-wide event involving up to 25
international speakers.  Each classroom may
have up to three presentations.  
(A $100 deposit is required to reserve a date)

Outside the Metro Area
Greater Minnesota and Outer Ring 
Suburbs Visits

$300 administrative fee plus $15 per 
presentation.
Fee includes transportation arranged by MIC.

Trips to communities outside the Twin Cities
are arranged throughout the school year.
MIC brings four to seven international speak-
ers for daylong visits to schools in your area.
Speakers are hosted within the community
the night prior to visiting schools.

Training Workshop
"Effective Use of Intercultural Resources in
the Classroom"

$75 per teacher
Includes workshop, materials, supper, three
complimentary international speaker presen-
tations, 0.4 CEUs, and a complimentary one-
year MIC membership.

Teachers new to ICC are first encouraged to
attend a 4-hour training workshop, which
focuses on Universals of Culture and creating
cultural competency. Workshop is offered
most months at the MIC office. 

Staff Development Workshops
"Effective Use of Intercultural Resources in
the Classroom"

$300 per site Includes a 2-4 hour training session for edu-
cators on-site at the school.  Workshop is
similar to description above and can be mod-
ified to meet specific needs of the school
community. 

ICC speaker Henry Osazuwa brought his home country of Nigeria to
life for students in a classroom discussion 


